THE ENGLISH AND FOREIGN LANGUAGES UNIVERSITY, HYDERABAD

M.A. Literary and Cultural Studies Course Descriptions

Semester 1V
Course title Culture, Ecology and Justice
Category a. Existing course without changes
Course code MALCS E 562
Semester IV (January-May 2025)
Number of credits 5

Maximum intake

30 (on first-come-first-served-basis for MA courses only)

Day/Time

Monday 2-4; Friday 11-1

Name of the teacher/s

Dr.Prashant Kumar Kain

Course description

A brief overview of the course

There has been a great concern and awareness generated over the past
few decades about the environment and its conservation. These
concerns are result of our realization that life on planet earth depends
on how carefully we utilize the natural resources and maintain a
balance. The trees, plants, animals, rivers, climate, oceans, air, soil are
not mere resources to be exploited but lifeline for survival which has
to be respected and rejuvenated. Environmental justice is becoming an
important concept today. International organization, nation states, civil
society groups, academia and NGOs are working in this direction to
bring awareness about the importance of environment, its pervasive
value in our lives and securing better future for upcoming generations.

Few issue based documentaries/films on environment will be
screened as part of this course along with practice based learning
assignments

The objectives of the course are to introduce through lectures
various theories, schools of thoughts and perspectives on human
and ecology relationships. This interdisciplinary course is an
attempt to contextualize the environmental discourses, debates,
issues and challenges along with global and national politics that
shape up those discourses. It will borrow teaching materials and
contents from natural sciences, social sciences and humanities.

This course is intended to raise awareness, bring sensitivity and
promote reflexivity in terms of utilization of the natural resources.
It will be useful to those who have interests in environmental
debates, discourses and have passion to pursue this area for their
higher studies research, activism, career, joining advocacy groups
etc.




Evaluation scheme Internal (40%0) (best two will be considered for evaluation out of
three)

Assignment 1 (20 %). (Theoretical). 1000 word write up on any one
environment related issue

Assignment 2 (20 %) (Practical). 1000 words write up on one
important ecological issue faced by the people around your place of
origin

Assignment 3 (20 %) (Practical) 1000 words write up on one plant/
insect/animal species around your residence

External (60%). Limited time end semester written examination
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Course title

MALCS E576: Studying Popular Culture

Category b.Existing course with changes
Course code MALCS E576

Semester IV (January-May 2025)
Number of credits 5

Maximum intake 30

Day/Time

Tuesday and Friday 9-11

Name of the teacher/s

Dr. Parthasarathi Muthukkaruppan

Course description

For over a hundred years now, ‘popular culture’ under different
guises has been the object of social anxiety, public enthusiasm, and
scholarly inquiry. Negative definitions dominated in the beginning
with popular culture being defined residually as everything that is not
high culture, or as an inferior, easy-to-digest culture whose
consumption led to intellectual impoverishment. In the last four to
five decades, however, a more affirmative definition has emerged and
along with it a discipline devoted to its study.

In this course we will inquire into the history of the category itself,
the meanings of the terms ‘popular’ and ‘culture’, the concepts and
modes of inquiry that define the field of popular culture studies. We
will pay particular attention to the challenges posed to its use in the
somewhat different modern Indian context. Readings will include
theoretical texts and case studies.

This course is meant for students with some prior acquaintance
with Cultural Studies/Theory (minimum 10 credits in LCS courses).
As part of the course requirements, each student will undertake a
research project on an aspect of popular culture.

Course delivery

Lecture/Seminar/Experiential learning

Evaluation scheme

Internal Requirements: Regular attendance, active participation in
classroom discussion, presentations, and two short assignments.
End-semester (mode of evaluation): Final Project

Reading list

Essential reading will be drawn from Pierre Bourdieu, Theodore
Adorno, Tony Bennett, len Ang, Robert Witkin , Lana F Rakow ,
Christine Gledhill, John Fiske, John Storey, Stuart Hall, Michel de
Certeau, Amir Saeed, Roland Barthes, Michael Ryan, Madhava
Prasad, SV Srinivas, Partha Chatterjee, Terry Lovell, Ravi
Vasudevan and other cultural theorists.







